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As a stage director and new works collaborator, I believe in the power of 
opera and music theater as an art form and institution to create understanding,
and its ability to decisively contribute to society by being a place for encounters. 

I seek to create these places in large, small, new and repertoire work, to lead 
and facilitate dialogues and to let new spatial and narrative styles encounter 

three-dimensional characters in clear aesthetics and a tangible Gesamtkunstwerk.

 - Carmen C. Kruse



THE TEAM

Eszter Horvath 
Conductor

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director

JoAnna Black 
Fight Choreographer

Kelsey Stanger 
Costume Designer

"Cavalli’s early Venetian opera L’Egisto (1643) takes its inspiration from classical mythology and the consequences that follows gods 
and humans as they love and betray each other. Director Carmen C. Kruse’s modern dress production incorporated cellphones as 
props, reconciling the early baroque score with a lively, often humorous presentation. At the August 6th matinée, the star-crossed 

lovers were soprano Katherine Lerner Lee as Clori and countertenor Andrew Pickett as Lidio. Perfectly matched, they were  
delightful, flirtatious, unrestrained, and cleverly insincere. (...) The performers were buoyed by an orchestra of violins, cellos and 

harpsichord under the direction of Eszter Horváth." - Daphna Levit, Opera Canada, Vol. LVIII, No. 2, 2017

F. Cavalli L'EGISTO
HALIFAX SUMMER OPERA FESTIVAL
L’Egisto tells the story of two pairs of lovers whose lives get upset by gods. 
Whilst Climene and Egisto are separated for a year from their  
partners, Lidio and Clori, they are subjected to Venus' and Amor's charms 
and influence. On their return to the island of Zakynthos, they find them 
united as lovers. Climene's brother Ipparco, who is madly in love with  
Clori, insists on his sister taking revenge on his rival whilst Venus and Amor 
are watching, trying to stop the reunion of the lovers.

August 5, 6, 9 & 12, 2017



EIN KÄFIG VOLLER DIVEN 
GLASHAUS, STAATSTHEATER MAINZ
What happens when you've dedicated your whole life to the stage and all 
of a sudden you are no longer able to be on it? The newly devised work by 
Rajamäki, Hagemann & Kruse Ein Käfig voller Diven explores the lives and 
routines of five such divas and their care-taker.

December 30, 2017

THE TEAM

Jenny Mosen  
Set Designer

Outi Rajamäki 
Conductor

Sylvie Berndt 
Costume Designer

Christin Hagemann 
Dramaturg

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director



Kruse Pujol SDDS DEFIANCE 
ORCHESTRA HALL, STAATSOPER STUTTGART
In a world destroyed by greed, capitalism and war, filled with distrust, hope-
lessness and hunger, the Fabrik offers an alternative way of living by building 
an army of model citizens who have left all their human emotions behind. 
After a strenuous acceptance process, new recruits are trained night and day 
to shed their human emotions, individualism and complications behind, be-
coming a better human being and getting ready to steer the future of 
Earth. Meanwhile in the rubble of a broken world, a small group of freedom 
fighters starts to build a residence: SDDS  
Defiance. 

November 30, 2018

THE TEAM

Manuel Pujol 
Conductor

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director



"Staging and set design fit the lyrical, poetic work in an ideal way. 
The scene is not naturalistic but leaves space for the symbolic  

unfolding of the protagonists' inner actions in a romantic space 
of nature. Nobody plays the piano here, this is mediated by music 
alone. Robert also does not fight with sheet music when he com-
plains about writing inhibition - Kruse chooses to let time as sand 

trickle through his hands. (…) A world premiere that convinced in all 
its parts."  - Christoph Wurzel, OMM, 15.04.2019

"Director Carmen C. Kruse focuses on the psychology of 
characters. The natural setting is surrounded by a spy film -  

a more than successful idea, since it not only allows a  
duplication of venues but also extended communication and 
reflection of characters. In this out of time place, the figures 

can literally play. In this soul space, actual depth could  
build-up, especially since Kruse proves a good sense in  

spacing."  - Michael Zerban, O-TON, 17.4.2019

V. Bond CLARA (WP) 
EASTER FESTIVAL BADEN-BADEN, THEATER BADEN-BADEN
"There's no life without music." Clara Wieck Schumann lived and fought for 
music - from a musical prodigy in the mid-19th century, she became the 
greatest pianist of her time. In the new chamber opera Clara, the American 
composer Victoria Bond (*1945) tells of this powerful artist in  
all her facets: the musical drills of her father, her debut as a Wunderkind, the 
imaginative play with Robert Schumann, the fight for love and the  
recognition of the father, the balance between art and family in the face of 
Robert's increasing anxiety disorders, as well as the supportive friendship 
with Johannes Brahms.
The young women's team around director Carmen C. Kruse not only sheds 
light on Clara Schumann's life, but also on the central questions of being an 
artist in the context of social and personal expectations.  
Following the idea of romanticism, the seven historical figures meet in a soul 
and nature landscape that offers everyone the same conditions for personal 
and artistic development, but in which they all position  
themselves differently through their character traits.

April - June, 2019

THE TEAM

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director 

Victoria Bond 
Composer

Rebekka Meyer 
Dramaturg

Eleni Konstantatou 
Designer



T. Tidrow A SAFE AND SPECIAL PLACE 
(WP)
FRANKFURT LAB, ENSEMBLE MODERN
Commissioned by the Deutsche Bank Stiftung, A Safe and Special Place is a 
20-minute micro-opera for three singers and 12 musicians written by Thierry 
Tidrow with a libretto by Mien Bogaert.
Composer Rau and the poet are artists who could not be more different in 
their view of the arts. Siegfried Neugebauer, an agent of good faith, however, 
plans to finally organize a meeting of minds between these impressive art-
ists… Chaos, cults and a complete system shutdown follow in an immersive 
production that includes the musicians as a vital part of the music and 
scene.

November 20 & 21, 2019

THE TEAM

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director

Mien Bogaert 
Libretto

Sang Hwa Park 
Designer

Lorina Stranger 
Dramaturg

Thierry Tidrow 
Composer



THE TEAM

Manuel Pujol 
Conductor

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director

Kruse Pujol SDDS SERENDIPITY
ORCHESTRA HALL, STAATSOPER STUTTGART
This sequel of SDDS Defiance  is another 4 hour devised project,  
developed with a choir of 60 amateurs and choral music from Verdi (Don 
Carlos), Mozart (Le Nozze di Figaro) and Mussorgsky (Boris) under the  
direction of Carmen C. Kruse and Manuel Pujol.

November 30, 2019



M. Zwerger TUTTE LE RICETTE (WP)
TEATRO MAGGIORE, CROSS FESTIVAL, VERBANIA
Winner of the Cross Residency Award 2019
Tutte le ricette intends to investigate the relationship between a  
community and its dishes through interviews with members of the  
community in Verbania on their favorite recipe. The interviews will later be 
developed and reflected in a multimedia composition performed by an ac-
tor and a singer. In this project the artists meet the citizens of Verbania first 
through filmed interviews. The most nominated dish will be chosen as the 
basis for the performance. During the residency the artists will explore the 
recipe and the actions that its preparation involves  
working them as material for the sound and performative composition at 
the base of the show.

May 2020

THE TEAM

Manuel Zwerger 
Composer

Judith Selenko 
Video & Set Designer

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director & Text



M. Zwerger GREAT OPEN EYES (WP)
TBA
Based on Ibsens Little Eyolf, great open eyes focuses on the trauma of child 
loss. It narrates the struggle of Rita and Alfred, whose crippled son Eyolf 
drowned, in a non-linear way making little Eyolfs encounter with the rat-wife 
the fragmented center of their story.
The focus is on a musical-dramaturgical-scenic unity: the orchestra  
functions as a central part of the story.

THE TEAM

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director

Manuel Zwerger 
Composer

Ulf Brauner 
Costume Designer

Valentin Mattka 
Set Designer



W.A. Mozart DON GIOVANNI
CONCEPT FOR THE 2020 RING AWARD
Director Carmen C. Kruse and her team tell the story of Don Giovanni as 
the "Dissoluto"- Study, a 30 - year program, started in 1997, to explore the 
foundations of the human condition. Is morality and thus moral action part 
of the human condition or is it only the result of our sociatel system? To 
test this, the probant Don Giovanni has been put in a model system that 
exists outside of our society and norms with complete freedom of action 
and judgement and is under constant observation by a group of scientist 
from all areas that keep testing him in a stream of experiments, in which he 
encounters different world views and forms of human interaction through 
interacting with modell characters played by the scientists. 

THE TEAM

Carmen C. Kruse 
Stage Director

Valerie Holfeld 
Costume Designer

Valentin Mattka 
Set Designer



CARMEN C. KRUSE
OPERA STAGE DIRECTOR 

Carmen C. Kruse is an Austrian German freelance director 
of opera. In her work, Kruse focuses on creating places 
for encounters between individuals, communities, and 

society at large. She enjoys leaving conventional  
spaces and working with living composers to explore new 

topics, spaces, and their people. 

After a year in Australia, she studied music and media 
management with a focus on opera and innovation in 

Munich and San Diego. Kruse graduated in 2015 with a 
thesis on civic impact. During her studies, she interned at 

Florida Grand Opera and San Diego Opera, whose crisis 
and saving by the public in 2014 let her towards directing.

From 2016 to 2019, Kruse assisted directors such as Jossi 
Wieler, Sergio Morabito, Lotte de Beer, Vera Nemirova, 

Krzysztof Warlikowski, and Àlex Ollé (La Fura dels Baus) 
at the Salzburger Easter Festival, Deutsche Oper Berlin, 

Staatstheater Mainz and Staatsoper Stuttgart while 
developing and directing her own productions.

She gave her directing debut with Cavalli's L'Egisto at the 
Halifax Summer Opera Festival in 2017. Two deviced pieces 

followed shortly: Ein Käfig voller Diven at Staatstheater 
Mainz (2017) and SDDS: Defiance with an amateur choir of 

sixty at Staatsoper Stuttgart (2018). 

In 2018, Carmen won the directing competition of the 
Osterfestspiele Baden-Baden, the Berliner Philharmoniker, 
Theater Baden-Baden and the Deutsche Bank Foundation 
and was invited to the Directors Lab at Lincoln Center 
Theater, where she directed scenes from A. Washburns  
I have loved strangers.  

In 2019, Kruse directed the world premieres of Victoria 
Bond's Clara at the Easter Festival Baden-Baden as well as 
Theater Baden-Baden, and Thierry Tidrow's micro-opera A 
Safe and Special Place at the Frankfurt Lab with Ensemble 
Modern. Her deviced work SDDS: Serendipity, a sequel to 
SDDS Defiance, premieres in November 2019 at Orchestra 
Hall, Staatsoper Stuttgart. 

Together with composer Manuel Zwerger, Kruse is creating a 
row of works that explore the relationship between new work 
and community. 

In October 2020, the duo  won the Cross Residency Award 
together with Judith Selenko  and will develop a new 
community-sourced music theater in Verbania in May 2020.

Carmen C. Kruse holds a Directing Scholarship from the 
Akademie Musiktheater Heute of the Deutsche Bank Stiftung 
(year 17-19).
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